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Introducing Have A Go
Have A Go is a new initiative that uses fun and interactive 
experiences to encourage primary and secondary school children, 
as well as college students, to learn more about vocational careers 
and apprenticeships.
Have A Go kits give you everything you need to provide learners with a 
real and engaging insight into some of the most popular and exciting 
career options. Experiences are available across five industry sectors, 
ranging from media to engineering, so you’ll find something to inspire 
everyone.
You can book Have A Go kits for workshops, open day events and any 
other initiatives designed to encourage vocational careers and 
apprenticeship choices.
Trained practitioners drawn from further education institutions, training 
providers, Careers Wales and the Welsh Government facilitate all 
experiences. 
For information on how to book a kit, go to page 28.

“I actively promote Have A Go kits 
into schools, giving them access to 
resources they wouldn’t otherwise be 
able to afford. To have a central pool 
like this is fantastic. It opens up learning 
opportunities.”
Sue Quirk, Dept. Head (D&T), Ysgol Glan-Y-Môr
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Hospitality  
and Lifestyle Kits
For careers that are… fulfilling, flexible, 
challenging.

The hospitality and lifestyle industries offer a 
wealth of careers spanning childcare to 
catering, beauty therapy to nursing. 

With so many choices and entry routes, 
students can use our Have A Go kits to 
achieve a better understanding of where they 
may excel. 

We have a total of six kits to choose from, 
including our health and social care kit and 
Icaros sports and fitness kit. All our kits use 
fun, interactive experiences to help bring 
careers to life. 

“Have A Go is a fantastic 
service from the Welsh 
Government. Students 
enjoy their sessions 
tremendously and gain 
a greater appreciation 
of what various careers 
entail. The kits are 
invaluable for supporting 
learning in lessons as 
well as at events, where 
they really add interest 
and help capture people’s 
attention.”
Jason McFadzean, Trainer and 
Assessor, Swansea ITEC

Beauty Kit
The beauty industry is brimming with career 
options filled with glamour, fashion and 
variety. Keen beauty therapists and 
technicians will be delighted with this kit, 
which is stocked with items similar to those 
used in professional beauty salons. It includes 
a range of make-ups, nail varnishes, bespoke 
nail art products and more. You’ll also find 
training hands and faces for eager learners to 
practise on. 

Catering Kit
Designed with budding bakers, chefs and 
caterers in mind, our catering kit can be the 
first step for young people to take towards a 
career in the food industry. It comprises a 
mobile kitchen complete with a range of 
equipment and utensils. Pupils can have a go 
at endless practical catering skills, from 
baking pies and frying pancakes, to icing 
cakes and decorating handcrafted treats. 
Ready, steady, bake!

“This is a really engaging and fun way to enlighten pupils of 
all ages about vocational careers and apprenticeships.”
Matthew Williams, Director of Work Based Learning,
Bridgend College
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Hairdressing Kit
We have just the kit to give young people an 
inspiring insight into the ever-popular career 
of professional hairdressing. Our hairdressing 
kit contains training heads as well as styling 
equipment and accessories. Users can gain a 
real feel for hairdressing with confidence. 
Using tongs, dryers, styling wands, 
straighteners as well as pins and clips, 
students can use their creativity to have a go 
at creating styles and updos that will leave 
them eager to learn more.

“The Have A Go equipment is great way to engage in 
natural conversations about career options to groups who 
may not have considered the apprenticeship route. It’s 
great to see young people in particular show enthusiasm 
when using the equipment and when hearing about the 
various apprenticeships available.”
Humie Webbe, Work Based Learning Equality and Diversity Champion, NTFW

Icaros  Sports and Fitness Kit
A career in sports and fitness has wide appeal 
with young people. Stretching imaginations 
in a completely new way, Icaros is an 
innovative fitness trainer that combines 
fitness and virtual reality to create exciting 
and effective exercise experiences. The 
position adopted when using Icaros is very 
similar to a ‘plank’ position, with the added 
benefit of controlling three-dimensional 
movement. This enhances the effect of 
toning core muscles and major muscle groups 
while pupils ‘fly’ or ‘dive’ through different 
virtual environments.

Health and Social Care Kit
With hundreds of different jobs available in 
health and social care, this kit will give 
learners an insight into caring careers, such as 
those of a care assistant, nurse or paramedic. 
Students can use our lifelike manikin to try 
out their skills in a safe, realistic and engaging 
way. We encourage individuals to start by 
carrying out basic visual checks before having 
a go at carrying out other checks, such as 
blood pressure and pulse. You can also use 
the manikin in casualty simulation exercises 
and for wound management. 

Childcare Kit
Are your pupils ready for a challenge? Our advanced and realistic childcare kit 
contains baby simulators to open students’ eyes to the world of childcare. A career 
with children can be incredibly demanding and rewarding, so be prepared – these 
babies will need to be fed, changed, winded, burped and soothed. Acting as a test of 
their carer’s maturity and compassion, they’ll also record if they’ve been mistreated, 
neglected, mishandled or not given enough attention. 
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Construction  
and Infrastructure Kits
For careers that are… rewarding, varied, 
satisfying.

Construction is a key and diverse industry in 
Wales. It employs over 100,000 people and 
offers plentiful opportunities.

With so many different jobs available, there’s 

a construction career path to suit everyone 
– regardless of whether they want to work 
with technology, wood, plaster, numbers, 
bricks, pipes, green energy, or plant and 
machinery.

We have eight highly engaging Have A Go 
kits to choose from, ensuring students can 
discover a broad range of skills and career 
options. 

“The Have A Go equipment is a 
fantastic tool in helping us promote a 
career in construction and inspire the 
next generation of skilled workers."
Helen Murray, South West Wales Advisor, 
Construction Industry Training Board (CITB)

Electrical Kit
Do your students have what it takes to be an 
electrician? Free from the constraints of an 
office, a career as an electrician will see 
individuals designing, installing, testing and 
maintaining lighting, power, security and 
more. Our hands-on electrical kit will test 
users’ hand-eye coordination and ability to 
think things through. It includes an electrical 
workboard and a great range of stimulating 
tools. Pupils can have a go at applying the 
skills used in the installation and maintenance 
of electrical systems.

Plastering Kit
From working on new homes to restoring 
stately buildings, plastering is a career that 
can take students far and wide. But do they 
have enough attention to detail and patience 
to excel? Our plastering kit will get users 
thinking and test their natural abilities. They’ll 
be able to have a go at installing internal 
linings to buildings using plasterboards and 
plastering products and tools. Before they 
know it, they could be starting a plastering 
apprenticeship, and helping to create, 
conserve and repair walls and ceilings.

“We have used several of the Have A Go kits at career 
events and competitions for local high schools. They 
are really good, interactive pieces of kit. We always get 
positive feedback from students in relation to helping them 
understand various career paths.”
Richard Wheeler, Skills Champion, Coleg Gwent
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Surveying and Levelling Kit 
Aimed at pupils aged 11 plus, this kit 
contains modern construction tools, including 
a Leica digital level, receiver and tripod, as 
well as other measuring equipment. Users 
will be able to get a feel for what it’s like to 
work on a construction site by trying out the 
skills involved with carrying out site survey 
work. This kit is intended to give pupils a 
taster of work that would be carried out if 
they undertake a higher apprenticeship 
within the construction industry.

“We use the Have A Go kits as part of our school 
engagement programme, which aims to improve the 
appeal of the construction industry. The kits are really 
useful for catching students’ interest at careers events and 
offer a fantastic experiential learning opportunity.”
Jess Morgan, Community Engagement Coordinator, Kier Construction

Carpentry Kit
As a popular career path for many young 
people, a career in carpentry offers plenty of 
choice, from creating bespoke staircases to 
fitting shop interiors. Our carpentry kit will 
test participants and contains resources to 
enable them to practise their skills, including 
their ability to calculate quantities and angles, 
and make accurate measurements. The kit 
includes tools such as saws, drills, bits, mitre 
boxes, tape measures, a stapler and nailer, 
and a sturdy workbench. Challenge them to 
having a go at making their very own project.

Brickwork Kit
Build, repair, refurbish. A career as a brickie 
demands the ability to read plans, work in an 
organised way, as well as a good level of 
fitness and team working skills. Our 
bricklaying kit gives students a taste of what 
it’s like to build load-bearing walls using 
bricks and concrete blocks. The kit contains 
tools including various hammers, spirit levels, 
trowels, bolsters, a mobile tool chest, as well 
as realistic foam bricks. Task learners with 
challenge sheets that require them to have a 
go at producing a realistic brick construction.

“We use the Have A Go kits at events including SkillsCymru, 
which attracts 3,000 key stage 4 and 5 students from 
across Carmarthenshire, as well as parents and the 
general public. With 25-30 Have A Go stands, each offering 
a unique experience, our visitors benefit from excellent 
exposure to countless career opportunities. The kits are 
very well received and we’re looking to increase our use of 
them.”
Aled Evans, Business Engagement Advisor, Careers Wales

Green Energy Kit
Renewable energy is an exciting, growing 
industry. Being employed in this sector gives 
pupils the opportunity to make a sustainable 
difference. Created to offer eager minds a 
new challenge, our green energy technology 
building kit enables users to investigate green 
energy production and conservation. It 
includes a model eco-house fitted with 
sensors that allow energy use and other 
useful information to be analysed on a PC, 
connected via USB. Pupils can learn about 
lighting technologies, insulation properties, 
glazing, air-conditioning and green energy 
production.

10 11



Plumbing Kit
Albert Einstein famously said, “If I could do it 
all again, I’d be a plumber.” The question is, 
of course, would a career as a plumber suit 
your students? Why not help them find out 
by inspiring them with our plumbing kit? Task 
them with developing the skills they need to 
install and maintain hot and cold water 
systems, heating systems and sanitation. Our 
plumbing kit includes a plumbing workboard, 
pipe cutters, tube cutters, groove joint pliers, 
a plunger and a micro-bender. 

Straw Construction Kit
Emphasising play and curiosity, as well as learning by making, 
the straw construction kit fosters creativity and promotes 
original thinking. For example, tasking learners with not just 
building a bridge, but building their bridge, will allow them to 
experiment and learn by trying, modifying and trying again to 
create their engineering masterpiece. After all, the best way 
to learn is by testing out ideas and building prototypes. 
There’s no right or wrong way. The journey of exploration is 
what’s important. 

Transport Simulator Kit
A firm favourite among young 
people, our transport simulator kit 
allows users to try their hand at 
operating various construction 
and transportation vehicles, as 
well as plant machinery. It gives a 
very realistic experience of driving 
articulated haulers, tracked 
excavators, wheeled excavators, 
tractors and long goods vehicles. 
As well as driving, participants can 
have a go at digging, towing and 
hitching up equipment. Great fun 
and a sure-fire way to get them 
considering their career options.

“Offering practical hands-on experience, Have A Go kits 
are now integral to our training events. We wouldn’t be 
able to do it without them. The simulator and welding kits 
are particularly popular; children actually queue up during 
their lunch breaks to have another go!”
Ceri Stephens, Group Manager, Mid Wales Manufacturing Group
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Engineering  
and Technology Kits 

For careers that are… diverse, dynamic, 
demanding. 

When it comes to making career decisions, 
there are so many career options in the 
engineering and technology sector that it’s no 
wonder many young people don’t know 
where to start. 

With seven Have A Go kits covering a diverse 
range of experiences, you can be sure to give 
individuals a taster of some of the main 
engineering-related careers they could 
consider.

Challenging and engaging, users will rise to 
the demand of tasks including finding 
electrical faults, welding, building 
programmable robots and lots more.

“When you open students’ eyes to 
some of the real opportunities in the 
world of work, you are potentially 
making a life-changing impact. 
Have A Go experiences are hugely 
interesting and challenging. We can’t 
get students off them! We use the 
kits very successfully at primary and 
secondary school careers events and 
open days. Highly recommended.” 
Neil Morrison, Engineering Training Assessor, 
Myrick Training

Automotive CAN Bus Kit
Who’s aiming for that Formula 1 mechanical 
engineering job? A magnet for car 
enthusiasts, our Automotive CAN (controller 
area network) bus kit consists of electrical 
boards designed to provide a practical 
experience relating to the working of 
automotive lighting and starting circuitry. It 
additionally looks at signalling and other 
electrical systems within modern vehicles. The 
kit includes challenges involving fault-finding 
skills, which users can approach by trial and 
error. 

“We have never had a chance to try something like this 
before. It was good to work with this new technology; it 
showed us what opportunities there are out there.”  
Ben Davies, Year 7, Ysgol Glan-Y-Môr

Virtual Welder Kit
Are your students ready to apply their 
concentration, mathematical and technical 
skills? Our virtual welding kit can be used in 
any classroom environment and provides 
training on the underpinning techniques 
relating to metal inert gas (MIG) and stick 
welding. Pupils can have a go at welding 
three different joints while watching their 
progress on a screen. They’ll receive digital 
feedback and a score, which reflects the 
precision of their weld. Undertaking an 
apprenticeship in welding will open the doors 
to jobs in the construction and engineering, 
transport, aerospace and offshore oil and gas 
industries.
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Electro-pneumatic Kit
Electro-pneumatic technicians combine 
knowledge of mechanical technology with 
knowledge of electrical and electronic circuits. 
They operate, test, and maintain semi and 
automated, robotic, and/or electromechanical 
equipment and circuits. This kit will delight 
pupils who have a keen interest in 
engineering and consists of a two-part rig. 
The first element allows users to connect 
components to create fundamental circuits. 
The second element is an electro-pneumatic 
sorting system that brings together electronic 
sensing, actuators and logic gates to sort 
clear and black parts into different bins. 
Challenge pupils to successfully sort various 
components.

“I am now more clear about which subjects I need to 
concentrate on and how they link with engineering; luckily 
I already like the right subjects.” 
Thomas White, Year 11, Abertillery School

Mechanisms Kit
Our mechanisms kit allows pupils to have a 
go at carrying out practical investigations of 
various fundamental mechanical systems. 
With challenging task sheets, users can 
investigate gears, pulleys, levers, cams, belt 
drives, and inclined planes. Mechanisms 
relates to a very wide range of careers which 
involve mechanical gearing systems, such as 
those in vehicles, aircraft, factory machinery, 
wind turbines, elevators, robots and many 
more. Open your students’ minds to 
something new!

“The Have A Go kits provide young school children with a 
fun and educational gateway into a potential future career. 
The hands-on interaction that the kits provide may highlight 
a passion, aptitude, and ability within the child for a certain 
type of vocation. The type of interaction that the Have A Go 
kits provide should be encouraged and then built upon in 
order for the child to flourish in his/her future career.”
Nick Jones, Engineering and Courses Manager, Myrick Training

Engineering Construction Kit
Who wants to design a fairground ride? Or a railroad crossing 
control system? Or even a semi-automated vehicle? Our 
captivating engineering construction kit is a hands-on resource 
for investigating, designing, building and programming 
robotic and automated machinery. Covering a range of 
technologies, users will learn more about engineering design, 
agricultural, medical and transportation technology, as well as 
mechantronics and industrial and mobile robotics. Applying 
essential problem-solving skills, students will design flowchart 
programs to bring their models to life.
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Hydraulics Trainer Kit
Challenge students to consider a career in 
hydraulics with our hydraulic trainer kit. Fully 
incorporating STEM learning, this kit allows 
users to gain an understanding of the 
principles of hydraulics, basic hydraulic laws, 
actuators, valves, levers and more. The kit 
consists of a rig and push-fit hydraulic hoses 
to allow rapid circuit connection and set up. 
Pupils can investigate cylinders and valves in a 
variety of circuit configurations and input 
pressures.

Electronics Circuits Trainer Kit
Our electronics circuits trainer kit will help 
learners understand the links between STEM 
and electronics. Offering hands-on learning 
supported by a digital curriculum, users can 
take part in projects involving the design and 
build of the likes of lamp circuits, flashing 
doorbells, baby alarms and road crossing 
controls. The kit also includes theory 
presentations, virtual investigations and 
support materials to underpin the practical 
tasks. Could this kit be a light-bulb moment 
for your students?

Educational Robotics Invention Kit
A career in robotics is unlike a traditional 
career. Combining mechanical engineering, 
electrical engineering, computer science and 
more, there are many routes into this exciting 
industry. Our educational robotics invention 
kit merges engineering and programming to 
help students develop problem-solving skills 
that involve mathematics, engineering, 
science and logic. Pupils can design, build and 
program a wide range of robotic systems 
using intelligent servo motors, sensors, a 
programmable controller and more. Design 
projects are open-ended so students can be 
creative with their inventions.

Dylan Jones
Wind Turbine Technician

3D Printing and Scanning Kit
3D printers are changing the way we 
manufacture objects, from tools and toys, to 
food and even artificial organs. Items can be 
produced from a range of materials including 
plastics, metals, composites, cement and 
even chocolate! This is creating jobs spanning 
sectors ranging from product design to 
construction, medicine to special effects for 
TV and movies. The 3D printer and scanning 
kit creates an object in real time, so 
participants can watch as it develops. 
Completed examples will also be on display. 
In addition to the 3D printer, pupils can use 
3Doodler pens to make their own 3D objects. 
Pupils can also use the hand-held scanner to 
scan each other and produce a 3D image, 
which can be observed and manipulated on a 
laptop screen.

“I found the equipment engrossing and intriguing. It would 
be interesting to find out how 3D printing develops in the 
future.”  
Lowri Jenkins, Year 11, Ebbw Fawr Learning Community

18 19



Industrial Control Kit
The industrial automation industry is facing a 
worker shortage, which partly stems from 
misperceptions and a lack of understanding 
of what a career in the industry looks like.1  
To help give individuals an insight into 
potential opportunities, our industrial control 
kit enables users to perform a comprehensive 
range of logic programming tasks using a 
controller and a conveyor belt/pneumatic 
sorting application. Students can have a go at 
counting and sorting parts in a similar way to 
industrial control technicians working on 
large-scale manufacturing and sorting 
systems in modern factories.

1 Control Engineering. 2016. Reasons to start a career in industrial automation.  
https://www.controleng.com

Lego Mindstorms EV3 Kit
The future for robotics is huge – and your 
students could be part of it. Our Lego 
Mindstorms EV3 kit enables pupils to use 
their imagination and skills to create 
customisable, programmable robots. The 
set includes an intelligent brick computer 
that controls the system, a set of modular 
sensors and motors, and Lego parts to 
create the mechanical systems. Fun and 
engaging, pupils will discover just how 
integral maths, science, computing, and 
design and technology are in relation to 
robotics and engineering. 

“Engineering is always something that I’ve been interested 
in. I am now keen to know more about 3D printing and 
robotics.”
Michael Parry, Year 11, Brynmawr Comprehensive School
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IT and Enterprise Kits
For careers that are… tech-centric, 
stimulating, constantly changing.

The IT sector is dramatically shaping the 
world we know today. It is also one of the 
fastest growing and most in-demand 
industries in the UK. More than 150,000 new 
entrants are needed each year to satisfy 
demand and help support the 20 million plus 
British workers using some form of IT on a 
daily basis.2 

With careers ranging from IT helpdesk 
support advisors to computer scientists and 
software engineers, there’s a career path to 
match the ambitions of all technology-driven 
young people.

Our Have A Go kits offer a fantastic, 
enjoyable introduction to coding and 
programming, and are suitable for those with 
no experience.

“Seeing students have that ‘light bulb’ moment with an 
interactive Have A Go experience is really exciting. It 
really switches them on to wanting to find out more about 
that career or sector. We’ve had incredible feedback from 
schools and students.”
Emma Benger, Business Engagement Advisor, Careers Wales

IT Kit
Are your tech-savvy pupils ready for a new 
challenge? Are they ready to put their ability 
to think strategically, solve problems and 
work as part of a team to the test? Give their 
careers in technology a head start with our IT 
kit. This clever set includes the Raspberry Pi 
and Makey Makey kits, which will help pupils 
learn coding and programming through fun, 
practical projects.

The Raspberry Pi develops programming skills 
through engaging, hands-on tasks. Along 
with the Pi-top monitor, it makes 
experimenting, coding and building 
electronics, simple and enjoyable.

The Makey Makey kit is a great introduction 
to coding and gives pupils the opportunity to 
have a go at bringing inventions to life by 
combining tactile classroom materials with 
coding projects. 

Makey Makey enables pupils to make any 
conductive material act as the input device 
for a computer. In essence, pupils can 
connect the likes of fruit and vegetables to 
computer programmes to turn them into 
touchpads, which can be used to produce 
various outputs, such as sound. Makey 
Makey comes pre-programmed so pupils with 
no coding experience can experiment with it. 
Foster their curiosity with a vibrant learning 
experience!

“The Have A Go kits 
are fantastic. Young 
people are very engaged 
with them and enjoy 
the exposure to a new 
learning experience.”
Andrea Jones, Business 
Engagement Advisor, Careers 
Wales

2  Monster. 2018. Why would I want to work in IT? https://www.monster.co.uk/
career-advice/article/why-would-i-want-to-work-in-it

“It was challenging but fun, and great to have the chance to 
try something new.”
Georgina Evans, Year 7, Ysgol Glan-Y-Môr
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Media and Creative Kits
For careers that are… fast-paced,  
exciting, competitive.

A career in the trendy media and creative 
industry is bursting with opportunities that 
young people can’t wait to get a handle on. 

Regardless of whether students are budding 
singer songwriters or simply itching to make 

their own videos, our Have A Go kits will 
challenge them to think about what their 
place in the media and creative industry could 
be.

Expect lots of fun, laughter and a generous 
helping of pride as students learn to make 
music, animations and videos for the first time.

“The Have A Go kits are a great opportunity to speak to 
learners and get them involved at careers and school 
events. Users enjoy getting hands on with the equipment 
and seeing the fruits of their labour – whether that’s 
listening to music they’ve created or watching their 
animated film. My experience with the kits has been really 
positive and I’m impressed with how wide the range of kits 
is. I hope to be trained on more kits going forward.”
Ryan Evans, Bilingual Champion, NTFW

Music Tech Kit
Get learners’ creative musical juices flowing 
with our music tech kit. This kit, which will 
thrill any keen music enthusiast, contains the 
Ableton Push – an instrument that puts 
everything needed for manufacturing music 
at their fingertips. Participants can have a go 
at playing or step sequencing their musical 
ideas to produce their own musical creation. 
With special pads and controls, Ableton Push, 
will easily keep the music flowing.

“The Have A Go kits give a good taste of various career 
options and help us to make decisions when thinking about 
choices of employment.”
Issac Long, Year 11, Ebbw Fawr Learning Community

2D and 3D Stop Motion Animation Kit
Who wants to have a go at producing their 
own short film? Filled with intrigue and 
excitement, most young learners snap up this 
wonderful opportunity. Our 2D and 3D stop 
motion animation kit includes a semi-
professional Canon EOS 5 camera. This 
camera captures 2D images on a whiteboard 
and 3D images of magnetic, animated figures 
on wooden staging. The camera captures 
images frame by frame to be converted into 
short, stop motion pictures, similar to those 
seen on TV and in film. Pupils can sit back 
and watch their masterpiece using the 
accompanying MacBook. Ready, set, action! 
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Video Editing Kit
A career in video editing will see students working in the film, 
broadcasting and advertising sectors, where they’ll be 
responsible for piecing together unedited video files to create 
a video or film. With our video editing kit pupils can have a 
go at editing using the equipment provided. This includes a 
camcorder, microphones, laptop computer and Roland 
performance audio/video mixer. The mixer is suitable for users 
with no experience of video switching or audio mixing. Set 
imaginations free and task participants with creating a short 
video!

“Have A Go kits quite literally give students the opportunity 
to have a go at the skills involved in a wide range of 
careers. The kits offer great experiences and it’s wonderful 
to see how they spark interest among learners. The kits are 
very effective at getting learners to think about different 
opportunities and skills development.”
Sue Quirk, Dept. Head (D&T), Ysgol Glan-Y-Môr
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The information within this brochure was correct at the time of going to press.

How to book 
Have A Go kits are funded by the Welsh Government 
and free to hire. To take advantage of this fantastic 
resource, you can:

a)   Become a project partner. Project partners are 
trained on how to independently book Have A Go 
kits and how to use them

b)   Make a one-off enquiry. You will be referred to 
the most appropriate project partner in your 
locality, who will oversee your booking and use of 
the kits. 

Points you need to know:
•  There are two central pools of Have A Go kits; 

one in south Wales and the other in mid/north 
Wales 

•  Free van hire is available for partner organisations 
to transport the kits

•  We require at least three weeks' notice when 
booking any kit

• You can book kits for a maximum of two weeks

•  Trained practitioners drawn from further 
education institutions, training providers, Careers 
Wales and the Welsh Government facilitate all 
experiences 

 
Get in touch with the Have A Go team today

T: 01554 748101  
E: info@haveagowales.co.uk  
W: haveagowales.co.uk
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